
Optimizing the  
Arrival of Cancer 
Biosimilars

Over the past six months, Santis conducted 40 interviews with senior policymakers, oncologists, hospital 
pharmacists and patient group executives across the country – all with the goal of better understanding how 
best to capture the full potential of oncology therapeutic biosimilars. (Although this project was conducted 
with the financial support of Amgen Canada, our findings and conclusions are our own.)

The key insights, challenges and opportunities we identified led to 5 recommendations:
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1. Act Now
Moving quickly – and together – to leverage the period of time before the anticipated wave of oncology
therapeutic biosimilars arrive in the Canadian market;

2. Move Together
Working with – and through – pan-Canadian and federal organizations to simultaneously accelerate
multiple provincial markets;

3. Educate Patients and Physicians
Supporting education programs for front-line providers and patient groups;

4. Connect Savings and Access
Highlighting the new treatments that could become available as a result of the introduction and uptake of
oncology therapeutic biosimilars; and

5. Implement Through Institutions
Bringing together multiple stakeholders to create a clear roadmap for implementation.



Recommendation 2: Working with – and 
through – pan-Canadian and federal 
organizations to simultaneously accelerate 
multiple provincial markets.

There are multiple pan-Canadian and federal 
organizations with important roles to play in catalyzing 
a robust, sustainable market for oncology therapeutic 
biosimilars in an efficient and effective way.  pCODR, 
CAPCA and pCPA have important work to do at a 
pan-Canadian level to ensure that provincial systems 
can simultaneously optimize and accelerate the 
introduction of oncology therapeutic biosimilars, 
while Health Canada needs to pick a path forward on 
naming.

Recommendation 3: Supporting education 
programs for front-line providers and patient 
groups.

With the introduction of oncology therapeutic 
biosimilars, many clinicians and patient groups 
would benefit from a new suite of education and 
awareness materials, ideally designed and deployed 
by Health Canada and pCODR – and perhaps even 
CAPCA – working in close coordination.  This campaign 
could centre around three distinct goals: (1) building 
confidence in the biosimilars development process; 
(2) highlighting the robustness of Health Canada’s
regulatory approvals process; and (3) sharing the
growing body of real world evidence of biosimilar
safety and efficacy across Europe and in other
jurisdictions.

Recommendation 5: Bringing together multiple 
stakeholders to create a clear roadmap for 
implementation.

Implementation processes and protocols need to be 
developed in close consultation with the leading cancer 
centres in each jurisdiction.  Payers need to avoid 
imposing a single, top-down provincial “one size fits all” 
solution but should instead convene sector leaders to 
comprehensively integrate the hospital perspective into 
the creation of tailored, bottom-up delivery pathways. 

Recommendation 1: Moving quickly – and 
together – to leverage the period of time before 
the anticipated wave of oncology therapeutic 
biosimilars arrive in the Canadian market.

We heard a palpable excitement about the impact 
that oncology therapeutic biosimilars will have on 
the budgets of ministries of health, cancer agencies 
and hospitals, especially in the wake of Health 
Canada’s first approval of an oncology therapeutic 
biosimilar in April 2018. However, there was an 
explicit understanding that the clock was ticking 
on preparations for these drugs.  Reimbursement 
policies and decision-making processes need to be 
coordinated as quickly as possible – within and across 
hospitals, provincial health systems and the broader 
pan-Canadian oncology community. 

The arrival of oncology therapeutic 
biosimilars will have implications for 
patients, physicians, pharmacists, 
payers and industry.  Optimizing this 
arrival will only be possible through a 
collective and collaborative effort to 
identify and analyze – and update – a 
wide range of institutional, provincial 
and pan-Canadian policies and 
processes. These recommendations 
offer an initial direction for this work.

Recommendation 4: Highlighting the new 
treatments that could become available as 
a result of the introduction and uptake of 
biosimilars.

For many system leaders, support for biosimilars is 
directly linked to the ability and willingness of payers 
to redirect the ensuing savings to accelerating or 
expanding access to new oncology treatments.  
Payers and policymakers need to work with their 
respective Ministries of Health and Finance to find a 
way to channel the savings from oncology therapeutic 
biosimilars into new or expanded listings of innovative 
cancer medicines. 
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